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ABSTRACT

The puppet performance in the central part of Thailand has provided entertainments
to the audiences until it has become culture of the people in the central part of the country
for a very time. At present, however, the puppet performance which is indigenous
knowledge mentioned has greatly decreased in popularity for several reasons. This
qualitative research study aimed to examine the background, identity, components, beliefs,
rituals, living of the local puppet troupes in the central part of Thailand, and current
problem conditions of the local puppet performance; and to examine the conservation and
development of local puppet performance patterns for adding performance art values.

The sample consisted of to tally 133 key informants, informants, practitioners, and general
informants from 5 provinces in central Thailand obtained using the purposive sampling
technique. Data were collected using observations, interviews, focused group discussion,
and workshop. The data were analyzed and the results of the study were presented by
means of a descriptive analysis.

The study findings revealed that the background of the puppet troupes could be
divided into 2 types: 1) The puppet troupes that have been established for more than
100 years have adhered to the puppet performance within the relatives. 2) For the puppet
troupes that have been established for less than 20 years, the troupe heads liked puppet
performance, so they studied and sought knowledge from experts and transferred the body
of knowledge to interested people who were not relatives but liked to perform puppets.

All of the puppet troupes have had backgrounds which involve one another from the past

up to the present.



The outstanding identity was that the puppet heads were carved from light
wood, applied with black lacquer, covered with gold leaves, and decorated with jewels.

In puppet performance there must be an alto fiddle being played accompanying the
performance. The stories to be performed were different stories from Thai literature.

For the components of puppet performance, it was found that each puppet performance hall
was 5 meters wide and 4 meters high, made of right-angle steel or wooden pillars, standing
on the ground according to the determined size for sitting or standing to manipulate the
puppets. There was only a single background scene with paintings of the sea, mountains,
castles or forests next to the door-in and door-out for the puppets. Most of the puppet
manipulators were able to manipulate every puppet. The puppet tropes did not have regular
music bands and singers. Each puppet troupe had to hire the music band to play.

The stories to be performed were those from Thai literature. The puppet costumes imitated
khon and drama performance.

For the beliefs in puppet performance, it was found that the puppets had to be
worshipped with savory food, sugary food, fruits, and water. The Old Father puppet had
to be first brought into the puppet hall, followed by the other puppets. In manipulating the
puppets, the manipulator must not let any puppet head come off its neck. Never lay any
puppet on the floor. For packing the puppets, not principal puppets were put in the box
first, followed by principal puppets. In puppet performance, the puppets must come in and
out through the door only. When the puppet performance ends, all the puppet manipulators
must apologize to the musicians, singers, and other puppet manipulators. For the puppet
performance rituals, it was found that there were these ceremonies: paying respect to the
puppet teachers before performance, paying respect to music teachers, annual puppet teacher
salutation, pitching flags to drive sprinkling holy water, sticking small stone pieces with
cabalic writings, propitiating the puppets, asking for the place for performance from the
spirit, and reciting magic words to call audiences. For the living conditions of puppet
troupes, it was found that puppet performance could not be upheld as a career. The puppet
performers had to earn incomes from such other careers as trading, being hired, gardening,
and souvenir making. For the problem conditions of local puppet performance in central
Thailand it was found that the causes were from the following: 1) The state sector did not

provide support. 2) The Provincial Cultural Offices did not promote puppet performance to



be widely popular. 3) New puppet perforamance patterns spread into the society. 4) The
audiences did not know puppet performance. 5) The audiences did not access appreciation
and estheties of puppet performance. 6) The puppet troupes lacked public relations. 7) Most
of the puppet performers were at an old age. 8) The new generation of puppet performers
who practiced manipulating puppets did not pay attention to practices. 9) The wages of
puppet performance were low.

For the conservation of puppet performance, the following were found.

Puppet performance should be assigned in school and university curricula, of the puppet
performance should be videotaped and given to educational institutions to use in supplement
to educational institutions to use in supplement to learning and teaching, and given to the
Provincial Cultural Offices throughout the country to be used as learning resources for
studying puppet performance. Exhibitions should be held. Website concerning puppet
performance should be made in Thai and foreign languages to disseminate for interested
people to study worldwide. For the development of puppet performance patterns, it was
found that a new performance pattern must be developed by beginning with public relations,
determining the performance wage, settling the bargain, making contracts, preparing materials
for organizing quality performance, selling souvenirs, storing performance materials, and
having evaluation every time of performance. For adding the puppet performance art
values, it was found that the value addition could be made by means of running business
from selling different kinds of goods relating to puppet performance. However, the goods
should be really utilizable and with reasonable prices.

In conclusion, the study findings could provide the background, identity,
components, beliefs, rituals, living, problem conditions, how to conserve and develop local
puppet performance patterns in central Thailand for adding performance art values.

Involved people could use the findings of this study as information for conserving and

developing the puppet performance in the future.
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