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ABSTRACT

“Ho Chaek” is an Isan (Northeast Thailand) word for “Sermon Hall” and is an ancient
word that many Isan people have never heard of before. Ho Chaek is a very important place of the
temple because it is a multipurpose area for the reception of Monks, relatives and novices during
merit making. Itis also used as a meeting place and food hall for other monks. The conservation
and development of Ho Chaek in Isan by community participation is a qualitative research and aims
to 1) study the history of Ho Chaek in Isan, 2) study the current status and obstacles of Ho Chaek in
Isan, and 3) to study on the conservation and development of Ho Chaek in Isan by community
participation. The research was conducted in 3 provinces in Northeast Thailand; Sakon Nakhon,
Kalasin and Nakhon Ratchasima and 3 temples from each of the provinces which were purposively
selected. The research was performed from October 2008 to October 2010. Research tools
included survey forms, interview forms, observation forms, workgroup forms and workshops.

Data were also collected from document analysis and from field research, interviews, observation,
discussions and from workshops. The sampling group was made up of 27 key informants, 45 casual
informants and 90 general informants. Data verification was performed by using a data triangulation
and research results was presented by a descriptive analysis.

Research results found that the construction of Ho Chaek in Isan would start after the
residents for the monks were completed first to provide shelter for the monks and then the Ho
Chaek would be built for sermons, Buddhist rituals and place for the Buddha Statue. In the past,
villagers would contribute and build the Ho Chaek themselves and the style of the Ho Chaek would
be built according to the ideas and agreements of the community. The current status and problems



of Ho Chaek in Isan is that the condition of the Ho Chaek that are in existence today, were built
from wood and the structure and wood are more than 50 years old. There has also been continuous
maintenance performed on the structure to make the Ho Chaek more stable and practical for
application. There are no noticeable problems that can be found in regards to the physical structure
and purpose of Ho Chaek in modern times,

The conservation and development of Ho Chaek can be performed in 3 ways.
1) Modify and repair areas that are broken and parts that have eroded while maintaining the original
structure and shape of the Ho Chaek. 2) Relocate the Ho Chaek to a different area within the temple
or to a hetter location and also elevate the Ho Chaek higher by using concrete pylons instead of
wooden pillars. 3) Maintain the original structure and condition of the original wood with minimal
modifications such as, adding a porch, building solid walls instead of a sparse wall or renovate with
artistic patterns and designs to expand the area and make it more beautiful.

In conclusion, the conservation and development of Ho Chaek by community
participation is to create a united and righteous conscience within the community because the Ho
Chaek is the center of the minds of all community members, a center for holding every activity and
religious events in the community. The permanent status of the Ho Chaek within the community
resembles the love and unity of the peaple and the good relationship between villagers and the
temple and also reflects the love and desire to preserve the arts and culture of the community.
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v A

fananunininade Iaseasanemsinasessisan (Radcliffe-Brown. 1965 : 181)

unnnaves Radcliffe-Brown env@inm 11 1d 7 danuves Radcliffe-Brown 1hes
sawAuminiu Radeliffe-Brown ez avivenguaudaudamedann Fufnumeinesulmi
(Neo-structuralists) wea1 Radcliffe-Brown ielunuadauu “deaususu’” (Harmonious
Society) Fuflunuafavesaugiua sinunywednengulu su'1dus Max Gluckman (1965)
Edmund Leach (1954) was Victor Tumer (1967) fundauuudaansuiuves Radcliffe-
Brown sumafadanaadiunialy hild hifidannlameluTandimlsmananudands
anutaudailusssunilsnfveampdnnauiinnudauddunarlanamiludue A
Taudaihldinamsuaisiu mameduilfifamswannludnyld od1a'lsna Raadcliffe-
Brown winwestuuniiaves Durkheim fiwmehiivesdinuimilonssuusssumaousiides
inguealuny (Bohananand Glazer. 1973 : 297-298)

oyt Tnsaadfesyadonhiivelassademuginly msrzTaseads
Fosmihiiiaue Tnsaaduffoaaniuvesdenuii Malinowski wanihiiteundniufauen
awinfuiuguvesnanypdios duiuantiumie Tnssatemedinnidosimihil
@a°uaummmi‘hgﬂuﬁrugmmamuyé'fm%u aonfunseuais vmthimevauesnnusuiuly
m3tudiemana uazdaniusssgRvimThiineuduesaudesnsemaiiemsnsaiu
vossumenynd Hudu anuuandraszvig Malinowski su Raadcliffe-Brown egii
Malinowski sfumssinmihiiveadas Tnssavesdeauinfuneuauasanudesmsiug s
yosandnludeaneodiels Malinowski aulalundvesngdnssuvesauminniluudvesdany
dau Radcliffe-Brown siunisueslaseadnazuesselifnnuduiugyndiuvesnseads
Tundvan wnaulvluaaniudsauuinnimgdnssuaiuyana Taoagiuda Malinowski
ysdnu 1 imusssu uag Radcliffe-Brown sjsdnundean aruauves Malinowski as Argonauts of
the Western Pacific fiusfimennsiiiedl 1922 fumsdnumigin Trobiands nazinmedu o Tuuou
7 Tumednassugho maun uaz lasmans (Magic) uazdnau  daenmisd Structural-
Functionalism we« Radcliffe-Brown Ae The Andaman Islanders iumsqszuumaun laemans
nazsnssuiuesiivesyme Andaman fuiifet) 1922 i Malinowski esuneh withil

o = Y J [ ~ Jd (a va 1 [ qgj
YBIIAUTITUADMIADUAUDIANUABIMIVRINYBIluTIAN NuywpdlRialuuaas Junaluy
dauaunaziudany (Emberand Ember. 1973 : 43)
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wenvnUswafaesnuiindn madnindSusadaihindeaninndosddnau fe
Emile Durkheim &avseosrufunaug Structural-Functionalism Durkheim weraseeniadaa
voanlumisie o Elementary Forms of The Reli-gious Life (1961) Tnefnwnarnisi Australian
Aborigineses S esiifeasuimesmauvesnpdinegl mauisuduinendns
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v A o v
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22 deddaduse T Tudeny Durkheim Sufiuideaiila) 1915 vaeiingadiunmdang
udh wenwndi Durkheim ssenslanvhiivesamiidenuiiuegrann widaimn 4 e
wdesdivihiivesfuaue wu mauimdhienameilymmale szuumanuieszuy gy
Totemism shwnihimgarituveauypd adeanuiihsunidufoiuvedeaumila q
Totem sz dmuailasegirinlauas lildidengduwniug lunguiderdusuaznelmnaniu
dou it veauysd Wudu Durkheim il duesdanuludesuTudreaudiiosd o
v Radcliffe-Brown wes Durkheim wesaesdhundanuiueradiu g nazvgnudn
Al eﬁy‘uagjagliﬁ*u’jmm‘wmmTﬂiaaéjnwﬁaﬂnfmﬂuatiN"l,i lnseadwduaurzdann
nsznudeyanaiui wu luannsiidnudeunasedunssiuiu auvziRanuduaann
hifies I5azBamiion dam liifa vrenuisfushdae Tuannzuund Durkheim Gent
“Anomia” viSearnnz 15usssiagiu eenelsAam a Durkheim ua Radcliffe-Brown 1¢an1s
fnnTaseadraazniiiimadenuuand s lan Malinowski fintuenlommzmaed
Jausssunsenganssudiuyana (Hewssa assmds. 2540 ¢ 109-111)

o v

J o J v o a Aav A = v =
wis dud (Parsons) windsauInenamenmsnu funumddguinnernungui

9

Taseasrauazwiii (Structural and Functional Theory) wisdud 1@ videaundneanudanni
A < 9 l [ o = Y = d? qej A a o =

msnuypdin llegludeay nazdinuiinisdasziboviumiv iesnnaundnludenuiinam

Y A Y o Aa v [ anJ v A [ =S A o
aiins laazidn lldhinanssua q Tudsnmiu nanae yanaludsnuiin@nnueadnsle
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