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ABSTRACT

Isan Dharma letters are ancient letters used for recording the stories
about histories, traditions, rituals and remedies. At present, there are few
people who can read and write them so almost all people do not know them
except for Buddhist monks and some of the elderly. The purposes of this study
were these: 1) to investigate the background of Isan Dharma Schools-The
Divisions of General Education in Isan region, 2) to investigate the ways to
conserve Isan Dharma letters of Phra Pariyatti Dharma School-The Division of
General Education in Isan region, and 3) to investigate the applied patterns of
Isan Dharma letters for using in the pedagogical system of Phra Pariyatti Dharma
Schools-The Divisions of General Education in Isan region. Research areas were
Wat Nong Ped Phra Pariyatti Dharma School-The Division of General Education,
Tambon Na Khai, Amphoe Tan Sum, Changwat Ubon Ratchathani; Patchim Wan
Witthaya Phra Pariyatti Dharma School. Tambon Phra Lao, Amphoe Pha Na,
Changwat Amnat Charoen; Chao Phraya Bodin Decha Phra Pariyatti Dharma
School. Wat Maha That, Tambon Nai Muang, Amphoe Muang, Changwat
Yasothon; and Wat Sri Bun Rueang Witthaya Phra Pariyatti Dharma School,
Tambon Sri Bun Rueang, Amphoe Muang, Changwat Mukdahan. A sample
consisted of 20 key informants, 60 casual informants, and 20 general informants.
Research instruments were a primary survey form, an observation form, an
interview form, and a focus group discussion form. The data were analyzed by
means of a triangulation technique and the results were presented by means
of descriptive analysis.

The findings indicated that the oldest Isan Dharma letters found in
Thailand was a Thai-Pali stone inscription built in 2103 B.E. The evidence of
palm-leaf inscription of Visuddhi Magga scripture inscribed only in Pali in 2143
B.E. or in the reign of King Naresuan the Great is believed that it is the

remaining Buddhist scripture. Isan Dharma letters are similar to northern Dharma



letters in terms of alphabet logy and a treatise on spelling and phonetics,
including the evidence which indicates that northern Dharma letters were
originated before Isan Dharma letters. Thus, Isan Dharma letters were
influenced by northern Dharma letters through the dissemination of Buddhism
of the Lan Xang Kingdom and when Isan people adopted the Lan Xang
Dharma letters, they developed them by their own idea so their alphabetical
forms and phonetics were different from the original one and the new one was
generally called Isan Dharma Letters.

The background of Phra Pariyatti Dharma Schools-The Divisions of
General Education in Isan region indicated that they originated from abbots and
people in each community did not want monks and novices to travel on
studying at Phra Pariyatti Dharma Schools where were far from their monastery
so they asked the Department of Religious Affairs under the Ministry of
Education for permitting them to establish Phra Pariyatti Dharma School-The
Division of General Education at their monastery.

The ways to conserve Isan Dharma letters of Phra Pariyatti Dharma
Schools-The Divisions of General Education in Isan region indicated that in
terms of preservation; the scriptures were preserved in indorr-dry place, cleaned
by soft brushes, wiped by cloths soaked with alcohol, lemon grass-oil or
eucalyptus oil, and then they were scented of exposed to the wind. The
broken scriptures or the bent ones were repaired by attaching two sides of the
scriptures with planks and then they were grouped according to their correct
item. Palm-leaf scriptures were completely covered in cabinets, halls for
keeping the scriptures, wooden boxes, or plastic boxes, they were laid in the
horizontal direction and there was some pepper or lemon grass-leaves beside
them for protecting them from insects, ants and termites. In terms of
production, mulberry paper, paper, books pencils and pen were used for
replacing palm leaves and styluses in the process of scriptural production. In
terms of collecting knowledge, pharmacopoeias, traditions, and rituals were
collected in an e-book form. In terms of application technology, Isan Dharma
letters were applied to pedagogy by making a typing program and a reading
program through the computer system, lessons of Isan Dharma letters on the
internet, and electronic-palm leaf scriptures, scanning palm-leaf scriptures
through the microfilm-scanner and saving them into a computer.

The applied patterns of Isan Dharma letters for using in the
pedagogical system of Phra Pariyatti Dharma Schools-The Divisions of General

Education in Isan region indicated that in terms of the pedagosgical process, Isan



Dharma letters were applied to pedagogical process by teaching according to the
sequence of content of Isan language and literature of Sawang Wirawong
School. In terms of curriculum, each school used the core curriculum of the
Basic Education of 2551 B.E. and the school curriculum of the Basic Education,
subject group of Thai (additional Thai) in the course of Isan language and
literature of Sawang Wirawong School. In terms of materials and equipment,
each school had got computers, photo copiers, overhead projectors, televisions
and radios. In terms of network development, each school had got an own
website and a link with a group of Phra Pariyatti Dharm Shools and
communities. In term of educational quality development, each school sent
students to academic competitions from a group level to national level, and
held training courses, and educational field trips. In terms of evaluation,
students had learning achievement at a high level and could learn in higher
education.

In conclusion, an application of Isan Dharma letters for pedagogical
system of Phra Pariyatti Dharma Schools-The Divisions of General Education in
Isan region is the creative conservation of Isan Dharma letters because it is
both a way to conserve their genuine value and a way to develop their value
at the same time. The conservation of Isan Dharma letters is not only the
preservation of old things in the museum but it is also the study of them and
disseminate their value to the whole wide society in order to encourage

people to be interest in Isan Dharma letters.
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