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ABSTRACT

This qualitative research aimed at: 1) examining the life and work of Mr. Num
Yenjai on klon lam text writing; and 2) investigating the process of klon lam writing.
The research tools included an interview form and an observation form. Document and
field data were gathered between March 2011 and October 2012. Field data were
obtained through interviews and observations.

The results of the study showed that Mr. Num Yenjai was born in 1928 in a
farmer family at Ubon Ratchathani province. He was ordained as a novice and
obtained Nak Tham Ek, a Pali study certificate. After leaving his novice-hood, Mr. Num
Yenjai continued his study, finishing Grade 6, Elementary Teacher Certificate, becoming
a school teacher; and obtaining additional certificates in Secondary Teacher Certificate
and Art Drawing Certificate at Secondary Level. Mr. Num Yenjai has been interested in
poetic writing since he was young. He started writing his klon (am text in 1947. He has
written more than 3,000 klon lam poems. His most well known klon lam poems were

“The Framer Lives”, and “A Farewell at Dawn.”

Concerning the klon lam writing process of Mr. Num Yenjai, it consisted of
4 steps : 1) searching for its content; 2) editing the content; 3) choosing the poetic form
and type of melody that fit the content; 4) klon lam writing; 5) checking and
correcting and 6) giving the poem to the molam singer to perform.

In conclusion, The klon lam text writers are very few in number, and the
excellent ones are even lesser. Therefore, the transmission project should be setting
up for the transferring of knowledge from the Masters to the younger generation, which
will be benefited to the society and the nation.
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