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ABSTRACT

This research was aimed to study the ways of thinking of farmer’s community
around Songkhla Lake. The issues were divided into three categories, namely, 1) Contexts of
the community; 2) Community’s ways of thinking before and after the first National
Economic Development Plan (1961 - 1966); and 3) Factors affecting existence and changes of
community’s ways of thinking. The qualitative manner was employed and field data were
collected through interviews, observations, and photos. The study results have revealed that.

Farmers’ community around Songkhla Lake has been the community and historically
evolved for a long time. The community has remained geographical contexts of Songkhla
Lake and the mainland around it. Songkhla Lake naturally becomes a huge water resource
which could be divided to top, middle, and below parts of the Lake. With reference to its
ecological system, Songkhla Lake provides fresh water, blackish water, and salty water, which
makes it a source of biological diversity and one of the most abundant natural resources in
the South. As for the mainland around Songkhla Lake, it is mostly found plain which is
suitable for agriculture in general and farming in particular. Numerous high and low hills
together with mountainous landscapes to the west of the Lake are forests and wildlife which
identifies the “natural capital” of geographical contexts of the community. Such contexts have
survived people in the area from the past to the present and can be regarded as one of the
most important “breadbaskets” of the South.

Farmers’” community around Lake Songkhla was changed according to Law of
Change as were other communities. Due to a long history of its development, farmers’
community had got many important social change. One of the important social change which
tremendously affected farmers’ ways of living and thinking was that the Government changed

the development policy with emphasis on economic development through industrial products



development for exporting based on western ideas and the first National Economic
development Plan (1961 - 1966) was launched and activated in 1961, which later most
effected changes in Thai society, especially in big communities and Downtowns. As for rural
communities, such changes gradually occurred, which gradually effected the rural communities
as well. However, according to changes in using such policy and economic development plan,
more or less, farmers’ community around Lake Songkhla as well as other communities was
effected. As a result, farmers’ community in such areas gradually adjusted its  ways of life
from “Social Custom” to “Modern Society”, to a more level. Before the Government
implemented such plan, farmers’ community around Lake Songkhla had practiced “Social
Traditions”, pertaining to “Ways of thinking based on conventionality”, regarded as a core
way of thinking or a master way of thinking owing to the times which covered other
important ways of thinking such as a self-sufficiency way of thinking, a self-reliance way of
thinking, a mutual aid way of thinking, a spiritual way of thinking, a familism way of
thinking, and a communism way of thinking. After the Government had announced to execute
such plan, based on ‘“Modern Society”, the farmers’ community in the area gradually adjusted
themselves into a way of life to a more level. At the same time, a way of thinking based on
“Modernism” was regarded as a core way of thinking or a master way of thinking which
corresponded to the time and covers a reliance way of thinking, a competitive way of
thinking, a commercial way of thinking, an individual benefits way of thinking, and an urban
societal way of thinking.

Currently, farmers’ community around Lake Songkhla has practiced a number of
ways of thinking. Some ways of thinking which have been practiced since a presence of
social traditions become less practiced in modem society while some ways of thinking seem
to be prominent after the announcement of the plan. There are various factors which have
sustained the traditional ways of thinking and among them are a community way of
“agricultural community” which is still practiced, attachment to and jealousy about community
cultural heritage, stickiness of social changes in the community, and entering the age of
recuperation of community culture. Most of the factors affecting “changes” of community’s
ways of thinking include the development policies changed by the Government, convenient
transportation and communication, advanced modern technology and science, more educational

opportunities, and impacts of globalization.
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