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Abstract

The purpdse of this research was 1) to focus on the media in the rural
North-East areas. 2)to analyse the perception of the media by the children. care-
givers. 3) to analyse the affects of the media In children development. The
methodology included quatitative method with survey children development of 362
children 0-5 years old, qualitative through indepth interviews, non-participant
observation and focus groups. Key informants were local government
representative and children care-givers such as parents, relative, baby-sitters. The
quatitative data was presented in terms of frequency and percentages, while

gualitative data was analysed by content analysis and constant comparison.

Findings

The média In rural community affecting children is personal media and
mass media. The explosion of mass media; television, radio, VCD, tape-recorder,
is coming together with an Increase of people income due to minor- occupation in
cities. The media care-givers' perception is varied. While per-son_al media is the
best media to help child development, mass mediz is though to have both
positive and negative affects to the children. By being exposed to mass media,
children become crleative, communicative, adaptable, liveliness ; However they

grow oriented to materialism.

Conclusion

The children are affected by mass media in both positive and negative
ways. They should be exposed to mass media under supervision. Base an this
research, enhancing the child development depends upon a creative local media
and community participation. The exposure of children to mass media greatly
influences thefr development. However, parental supervision on what children
receive from the mass media, together with local community agents efforts should

play an important role in child development
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