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ABSTRACT

Homestay tourism is a form of tourism that focuses more on quality than on quantity. It
values culture and ecology within community which local people will fully participate from activity
planning, carrying capacity, useful tourist information preparation to community development.
Homestay tourism is an important issue that all related stakeholders — from government to
community — need to understand its concept in the same direction. The purposes of the study of
potential development of homestay in Chiangkhan Municipality, Chiangkhan District, Loei
Province are (1) to study the context of the Chiangkhan community (2) to study the participation of
local communities in order to develop the potential homestay tourism (3) to study the factors which
affect the potential development of homestay , and (4) to propose the guidelines for homestay
tourism development. This study employed a qualitative research method. The data of this study
were collected by the on-site survey method. The sample population for this study was categorized
into 4 groups: (1) staff and public organization groups involved in the development of homestay, (2)
community leaders, (3) local people in the community comprising of the owners of the homestay,
and (4) restaurant entrepreneurs, guesthouse owners, tour operators, souvenir shop owners, and
local taxi drivers.

Findings of the research are as follows :

1. Community in Chiangkhan municipality, Chiangkhan district, Loei province is
dominant in tourism resource condition has distinctive features in tourism resources: The Khong
River, natural tourism attractions, ancient ruins, ancient artifacts, typical hundred-year-old wooden

houses along the Khong River and local way of life. Moreover, Chiangkhan municipality is also a
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gateway connecting to other famous attractions of Chiangkhan districts and vicinity. This is another
factor attracting tourists to visit Chiangkhan.

2. Regarding need in participating in tourism potential development of local
community, it is found that local leaders/heads of wooden house owners and private investors need
to participate in administration, tourist service, different tourist activity creation and safety
provision. However, they need help from government sectors in managing marketing, planning and
development, forms of tourism administration.

3. There are 3 factors affecting homestay potential development in Chiangkhan
municipality which are 1) attraction: tourism attraction fertility, traditions, culture and unique way
of life; 2) amenities: safety, facilities, tourist information center and readiness of local people; and
3) accessibility: transportation and carrying capacity of each attraction.

4. Guidelines in homestay potential development in Chiangkhan municipality are
1) related tourism organizations need to work together to form homestay tourism management
committee within the community, 2) related organizations should create balance policies between
development and conservation to promote tourism focusing on learning the local way of life, culture
and traditions, and local wisdoms , 3) office of Chiangkhan municipality administration, local
leaders, local wisdom scholars and local people should survey and create history record of
community, 4) activities promoting learning through homestay tourism should be organized within
community, and 5) potential of local people should be emphasized to create comprehensive
knowledge and understanding of development, conservation and homestay tourism management

concepts.
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