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ABSTRACT

Self-images of characters in short stories and novels can reflect eeonomie, social,
politieal and environmental conditions and eharacteristics of those characters. Self-images of
different tribal eharacters are very interesting things. Thus the researcher examined self-
images of tribal characters in conternporary Lao short stories and 6 novels. Two purposes
of this study were to examine self-images of the tribes in the tribal culture dimension
which reflected from the contemporary Lao shont stories and novels, and 1o examine self-
images of the (ribes in the dimension of relationships with other cultures which refleeted
from the contemporary Lac short stories and novels.

The results of the study revealed that sclf-images of the tribal characters in the
tribal eullure dimension appearing in the contemporary Lao short siories and novels were
images of the relations within the societies of tribal groups which were traditional self-
images practieed by tribal groups. These ineluded the images of the way of lifc in being of
all the tribes that rclated to the surrounding nature. These tribes had their a welling plaees
in deep forcst areas in remote mounlain arcas. They had the way of life related to the
agricultural soeiety, their own idenlical languages and dressing siyles, and had original
belicfs and religions. They respected to anmimismn and the different supematural as related to
people’s lives in animism and the supcratural, and they believed that all illnesses were
eauscd by actious of spints.

The tribal images in the dimension of relationships with other cuitures which
reflected froin the contemporary Lac short stories and novels were self-rmages of all the

tribes that were created from the relationships within the society from other tribal groups.



These included : tribal characters were political revolutionists who had functional roles as
“guerrilla troop,” wecr supporters of the Revolutionary Party and were pcrsons who had
awareness and love of the nation, and fought to being liberty to the eountry. The tribal
characters had social status and class which also refleeties ncluding “being orphans, being
prostitutes, being laberers, being illegally influential persons such as drug trade, particularly
opium.” The characters who played these roles were in the opposite side of the Lao
Patriotic Group or the Anti-Lao Revolutionary Gronp. Moreover the tribal characters
maintained and conserved natural resources, especially forests. However, thc images of tribal
characters who wcre impaeted by social changed conditions were related to the dimension
of other cultures including western society, neighboring countries Lower-Lao cthnie group
such as tribal women becoming soldiers Lo fight for the country, tribal women cntcring
labor market or cutering business services generated from the eounditions of tribal groups
which had interacted with other cultures or groups of people.

In conclusion, in the contemporary Lao shorl stories and novels in this study there
appeared self-imagcs of tribal characters that were diversc and flowing in aceordancc with
Lao social and polilical changes and demonstrating images of tribal characiers as related to
the contexts which were in accordance with community cultures affecting lechniques of

prcsenting fribal charactcrs that authors crcated.
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