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ABSTRACT

This study is a qualitative research titled "Semiotic meaning of the Ways
of Life in Mural Painting in Maha Sarakham Province Thailand "The area of study
covered three temples; Potharam, Reirai and Banyang Temples. The study aimed at
studying the backeround of murals in Maha Sarakham Province, analyzing and
categorizing people's ways of life found in the murals as well as finding signs
appeared in the murals.

Data collecting was done by studying from documents and engaging in
field trip. The research tools was survey, observation, interview and discussion by ten
local people's representatives and three experts. They discussed to find meanings
and selected pictures based on post structuralism theory which focuses on signs for
dismembering and rebuilding to differentiate literature out of murals. Then only
people's ways of life were studied. 188 pictures were selected based on structural —
functional theory and then they were divided into three groups; family's way of life,
community's way of life and physical environment pictures. Then they were analyzed
to find two sampling groups in nine pictures by analyzing signs from content,
denotative meaning and connotative meaning based on semiotics theory by
Ferdinand de Saussure.

The results showed that the murals were created between 1907-1922.

The painters conveyed people's ways of life in three forms; 1. they inserted people's



way of life into literature, 2. they painted people's way of life in specific areas of the
murals and 3. they freely painted the murals whose signs found in people's ways of

ures, body language, clothes, roles in
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