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ABSTRACT

This thesis studies how the National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO)
applied the idea of ‘reformation’ for legitimacy-building along the period between
2014 and 2017, and how the NCPO's opposition and supporters perceived the
phenomenon. In-depth interviews are conducted with two groups of informants.
Seven of them were involved in protests against the NCPO. The others supported the

coup and the NCPO government and its measures.

The findings suggest that from 2014 to 2017, the NCPO applied various
methods to help it gain approval in administering the country. These methods, most
of which differed from the ones employed by previous coup makers, included an
application of laws issued arbitrarily by the NCPO and its leader, an involvement of
the army in judicial processes, an advocacy of bureaucracy as a driving force for
political ' reform, an emphasis of the roles of law intellectuals, and the use of
ideological mechanisms such as the promaotion of the so-called ‘12values’ and

‘reconciliation’ discourse.

Although the NCPO tried various methods, the informants who opposed
the NCPO government viewed ‘reformation” as nothing but a mere discourse that

contradicted fundamental democratic principles, appeared unfit for constantly



changing political situations, and could not deliver reformation. In contrast, the
informants  who supported the
‘reformation’ attempts which they pe ed as necessary measures to put an end
to corruption. Also, t”‘/«’r\ ask for the NCPO to fulfill as

tution.

CPO government appreciated the NCPO

designated in th

ation, NCPO, Thail
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