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ABSTRACT

Phar Hang Khra Rok silk is anciently woven with simple designs with
hidden sophistication and elegance. Nakhon Ratchasima Province used to have
a motto saying, “Nok-khao Karom, Oy Khan Rom, Som Khee Mar, Phar Hang
Khra Rok Silk, Dok Sai Thong and Meo See-Swat.” Currently, such silk cloth
woven designs were not as popular as they once were due to modern fabric
and ready-made costumes. The purposes of the study are to study the
historical background of Phar Hang Khra Rok silk wisdom ; to study current
circumstances and problems of Phar Hang Khra Rok silk cloth production, and
to study the guidelines for conservation and development of wisdom of Phar
Hang Khra Rok for promoting community enterprise of Nakhon Ratchasima
province. The research was qualitative and data were collected using interviews,
observations, and focus-group discussions. The research sites (Kong and Pak
Thong Chai districts) were purposively selected due to a heavy production of
Phar Hang Khra Rok Silk. Two sub-districts, one from the above districts, were
selected for a case study. The sample consisted of 20 key, 40 casual, and 40
general informants respectively. The research results were as follows :

Upon the historical background of Phar Hang Khra Rok silk wisdom in
Nakhon Ratchasima province, the study found that such given Khra Rok Silk
has a long history and has been inherited from generation to generation since
King Rama lll. In the past, the nobles and aristocrats wore Phar Hang Khra Rok
silk for loinc loth. The ordinary people wove such fabrics and wore them in
rituals and ceremonies, such as ordination and as a pall. Currently, the
production of Hang Khra Rok silk cloth became a supplementary source of
income for rice farming. In the past, the materials used for weaving and
weaving tools, such as looms were locally made using local wisdom. People
raised silk worms, made silk threads, and dyed their products using natural
dyes.
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For current circumstances and problems of Hang Khra Rok silk cloth,
the study found that Phar Hang Khra Rok silk as a whole was very different
from what it used to be in the past due to materialism, media, and Western
influence. As a result, the traditional method of Hang Khra Rok silk cloth was
dissolved. Young people in the community did not care about such silk cloth
production. The weavers themselves also turned to making their silk products
using chemical dyes instead of natural ones. Their reason was simple : it was
easier and more convenient. The problems found were that it took too much
time to make Hang Khra Rok silk cloth. There were 11 steps altogether. The
weavers did not have much money to go around. The government’s policy
promoting such silk cloth was only contemporary. The market was limited, and
the products were not popular among young people.

For the guidelines for conservation and development of Phar Hang
Khra Rok silk wisdom for promoting community enterprise of Nakhon
Ratchasima province, the study found that people in the province conserved
the silk cloth because it was the identity of their province. They should not
only make the silk cloth but also utilize, transfer the knowledge, and promote
the production of Phar Hang Khra Rok silk cloth to interested groups of
people who would probably make fine quality silk cloth in the future. They
also collected materials they saw necessary for future use in case they ran
out of their routinely used materials. The materials should be kept in the
community learning center. For development of the wisdom of the given silk
cloth, the study suggested four areas of development : training, skill
enhancement, technological development, and modern management.
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