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ABSTRACT

Decorative sculptors of Buddhist places in Isan are those who create
sculpture related to Buddhist beliefs which are made much more distinct. This
yields the specific characteristic of the aesthetics created by the decorative sculptors
in Isan and Lan Xang regions which share the same social culture of people in Isan
and those in Laos. However, the same social culture of the two regions is separated

because of different national states.

The research aimed to investigate three aspects, namely, 1) the
identity of the decorative sculptor of Buddhist places in Isan named Mr.
Uthaithong Chantakorn focusing on his beautiful decoration of local Buddhist places
which signified cultural identity of the two ethnic eroups in Isan and Lan Xang
regions, 2) the process of sculptural creation by Mr. Uthaithong Chantakorn, the
decorative sculptor of Buddhist places in Isan and his travel to and fro between the
two national states on either side of the Mekhong River, and 3) the aesthetics of Isan
and Lan Xhang decorative sculptor named Mr. Uthaithong -Chantakern of which his
sculpture was influenced by Thai decorative sculpture. However, the highlight of

investigation was the identity of Buddhist places in Isan.

The findings revealed that the land formerly called Lan Xhang which

belonged to Lao People's Democratic Republic and the land called Isan which is a



part of Thailand have shared the same culture and ways of life for a long time,
especially Buddhism which ties to rites, beliefs in ancestral spirits and Brahman
religion. In order to build Buddhist places in communities, sculptors with high skills
and a blend of local wisdom and other skills in decorative sculpture are
required. Mr. Uthaithong Chantakorn, the decorative sculptor who travelled back
and forth from either side of the Mekhong River, has created his works of sculpture
till he is accredited for his identity of decorative sculpture which is influenced by a
mixture of royal sculpture of Lan Xang, Vientiane, Luang Prabang and Thailand and
the traditional sculpture of Isan. Thus, this accounts for a blend of decorative
sculpture of Buddhist places found in both Lao People's Democratic Republic and
Thailand without any differences of ethnic groups. Furthermore, the creation process
of his sculpture is influenced by that of Lan Xang which is considered the royal
sculpture. Thus, the Lan Xang creation process of sculpture depicting aesthetics
strongly influences the decorative sculpture of Buddhist places in Isan. More

importantly, the decorative sculpture of Buddhist places in Isan is considered unique.

Keyword : Decorative, Sculptors, Buddhist Places
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