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ABSTRACT

Sandstone sculpture is an art work that was discovered in the Northeast with a
large number found in the landmarks such as Castle Sanctuary (Ku) which are an
ancient object that has been discovered since the Dvaravati period until the present.
The style of sandstone sculpture is modified by the each era, in the past it was created
from faith until the present it becomes developed for satisfies in businesses.Curently,
Ban Nong Sone Community, Tha Ang District, Chok Chai District, Nakhon Ratchasima
Province is the largest source of sandstone sculpture production in northeast (Isan),
with the sandstone casting technique different from sandstone carving in the past.
Objective (1) To study the history of beliefs, processes, and style of sandstone
sculptures in Isaan. (2) To study the social and cultural factors lead to the change in
the style of sandstone sculpture in northeast (Isan). This research was conducted by
field observation and interviews with 3 community leaders and 20 retailers in Ban Nong
Sone community, Tha Ang District, Chok Chai District, Nakhon Ratchasima Province. By
applying the field observation information to analyze the style on the sandstone
sculpture and compare the style of sandstone sculpture created in the old and
modern era to study the development of model using the Iconography scope and
aesthetics.

The result of the study shows that sandstone sculpture from the past to
present has its own unique characteristics, different production methods in each era. In
the past using the carving method but at the present using a casting method due to
the business involved if using only a carve method, the production will be delay. So a
master molding method is used, making a mold and cast created by the beliefs of the
Isan people, influenced by Dvaravati and Khmer era, develop the style followed the
culture of the era. In the present, there are 43 sculptures of sandstone. The making of
sandstone sculpture also depending on the artist of each era and the social cultural
factors that caused changes in the style of sandstone sculpture in Isan by classify the

main issues as follow: Internal and external factors, the internal factor is a group of




people in the community who have developed their skills by joining the Arts and Crafts
Center of the King's Vocational Training Program. External factors are government
agency and private sectors that have been supported in new knowledge and materials
that can produce a large amount of sandstone to meet with business needs which
affected to the development of variety sandstone sculptures. The advantage of the
study is the process of the ancestor’s invention by converting the culture into a

product and aware of the historical value.
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