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Abstract

The purpnse of the study was to investigate the effceect of
changes of families on lhe elderly people in rural Isan bolh now and
in he fulure. The 180 sample were chosen from 3 villages in
3 provinces; 52 from Ban Phakwaen, Tambon Yangkhinok, Amphoe Khuangnai,
lhonralechatani, 68 {rom Dan Sikecaw, Tambon Sikeaw, Amphoe Muang, Roi-Tl,
and 66 from Ban Nasinual, Tambon Nasicew, Amphoe Muang, Chaiyaphoom.

The chosen sample were 35.29 percent of Lhe tatal number of the elderly
[Jr)(:ph‘ of chosen villagns.

The results of the shudy were as follows:

Changes of rurual Isan families were taking place; nuclear
families replaced the extended ones; besides farming, Lhe peoplc held
scveral jobs; some looked for jobs elswhere leaving Lhe elderly people
and chihlten bhackhome where Ioneliness reoplaced the famif: warmth.

The olderly people were busy laking care ol c¢hildren, houses, anil
helongings: they did not have much free time for relaxation. The
shricl moral and village traditions were declining. The closenvss
among families was Vimited. The people huill new homes cquipping wilh
maubet buifding wateriats, househinld alepsils, and balhraoms.  The
ollerly poople, oo the othor hand, were satisficd following old village
Praditions.,  Sueh praclices affected Lhem negatively, physically,

emul fonally, mentally, and socially, They wore worriod about their

ot health, debl oapd Their ehitdren and grandehildeen whe woro avng
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from home earning daily wages. Looking into the future, the majority

of the sample agreed that the family interaction among family members
would greatly be reduced due to leaving their villages for employment;
Lhe elderly porple were left to look after themselves. The second
largest group of the sample agreed that whatever changes taking place

in lsan, family ties were to keep family members, old and young,
together, The smallest sample group agreed that the government's

income distribution policy that helped to establish industries reginally
would ease the problem of job hunting in Bangkok and elswhere bring

the new generations coming hack home or working closer to homes; the

elderly people were able 1o live with their children.
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