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Abstract

This conlenl-based gualitative research aims to analyze meaning construction of queer sexual
identity from a movie through the selection of signs and narralive elements and to survey factors influencing
queer characters. The set of theories employed in this case study of Hedwig and the Angry Inch (2001}

includes semiology, narralology, queer theory and concepts of sexual idenlity. As a result, it can be noted as

follows:

1 In this movie, the queer identity was created lo represent four different sets of interpretations;

- the meaning of disgusted phenomenon in society

- lhe meaning ol a sexually confused and self confiicted personalily which can be divided into three
major meanings such: (a) as realized and performed the real sexual idenlity even though it contrasts with Lhe
other members of sogiety's viewing; (b) realized sell aclually sexual identity but concealed it; and (¢}
absolutely refused the real sexual identily as deviated personality and preformed it in proper social standard

- the meaning of emergence of man, human physiology, and sex classification

- Ihe meaning of sexual identity originated from individual's desire

2. Ali these interpretalions in both connotative and denotative meaning were formuiated
from Ihree signs namely icon, index, and symbol through the film meaning structure which consisted of trope,
binary relalion, synecdoche {a figure of speech in which the parl stands lor the whole or the whote lor the
part), metonymy {a figure of speech in which an associated detall or notion is used to invoke an’idea or

represent an cbject), diachronic {a way that phenomena happens cross ime, or wilh in time}, and synchronic

T

{a way lhat phenomena happens at (he same time, or without regard to time} methods. These meanings are
created from 7 narrative elements, plot, theme, conflict, character, setting, symbol, and point of view.

3. Factors affecting the sexual-identity of queers were presented by two different perspectives. The
first illustrated that faciors were composed of sexual orientation, social control, collective identity, gender role,
socialization process, and sexual characterisiics. The latier featured that lhere was only one factor which was
(he mental desire that was supported by Butler's idea thal human has a body, human may perform an idenlity

and human has desires, and all of this are independent factors.

Keywords: lhe construction of meaning in movie, the conslruction of social reality, gender in media study,

sexual idenlity, gueer movie
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You have a body You may perform- You may have deslres
an identity
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