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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research are: 1. To study the history of the
community and the relationship of people with the belief in ghosts in the community
2. To study social capital and social structure through animism 3. To study the process
of community empowerment through animism. The researcher used qualitative
research by studying the context of Ban Mueang Bua Community Mueang Bua Sub-

district Kaset Wisai District Roi Et Province.

The results showed that The belief in ghosts of the Ban Muang Bua
community is an important tool in building the power of the people in the community
This creates a common sense of conservation of natural resources Ancient sites and
religious sites From the study of local history it was found that people in the
community had worshiped ancestral spirits since the beginning of the community The
spirit of Pru ta is the main sacred thing of the community. Ghosts are used to deal with
problems that occur in the community such as the expansion of the community after
1942 Need more living space due to population density Thus, a new group of ghosts
was born to help take care of the community's residential areas It also uses ghosts to
negotiate the power of the state, which is the development policy of Bua Municipality
that affects people in the community Using ghosts to control drug-related family
members The use of ghosts in the maintenance of livestock by community cattle

groups so that group members have time to engage in other activities to earn extra



income during the post-harvest season There is also a revival of the Song Ku tradition
so that people in the community can show respect for the sacred power of the spirits
who take care of the community at the same time The Song Ku tradition also preserves

the power of spiritual beliefs to be more intense and sacred.

Belief in ghosts of people in Ban Muang Bua community To
understand the structure of the community and its social system, especially the
importance of kinship A social network is formed that shares resources to deal with
problems economic network Ghosts are therefore an important tool for people in the
Ban Muang Bua community that generate power to drive the community in various
ways It is a rule that people respect and follow. Therefore, ghosts are likened to the

cultural capital and the most important beliefs of people in the Bua community.

Keyword : The Sacred Ghost, Local History, Community Empowerment, Power

Negotiation
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