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ABSTRACT

Miss Grand Thailand Contest is the selection of a representative
beauty queen of each province in order to participate in the public relations activities
about tourist attractions, art and culture through a national costume based on the
identity of Thai culture. Thus, Siraporn of Thai Dramatic Arts has been increasingly
applied to many purposes and functions. This research was aimed at studying the
background of the development of Siraporn and the adaptation of it for making a
national costume for each beauty queen in Miss Grand Thailand Contest. This is a
qualitative research that research data was collected through a document study and
a field study based on the statements of a sample of 27 informants that consisted of
4 key informants, 3 casual informants, and 20 informants who used Siraporn. Research
instruments were a survey form, an observation form, a structured interview form, and
an unstructured interview form. Research results were presented by means of a

descriptive analysis.

The research results revealed that at present Siraporn is not only
used for Thai Dramatic Arts but it is also used for various purposes increasingly. A shape
and a form of Siraporn has been developed, adapted, reduced, or extended in order
to be appropriate for decorating together with other costumes. The selection of

alternative materials in order to reduce weight and time for making it is regarded as an



innovation. Moreover, apart from its beauty is that when someone is wearing and

presenting it on a stage, it can facilitate one’s movement.

The change of the roles and functions of Siraporn is changed from
the symbols of positions, ranks, and titles of characters in a play to a national costume
in a beauty queen contest according to an inspiration and design. The adaptation, the
combination, and the application of it is conducted in order to respond to
requirements and inspirations of users. It is regarded as a change and an elevation of
the roles and functions of Siraporn. Traditionally, Siraporn was used only for some
specific groups but at present it is used for various groups that leads to the new use
and this is a cultural adaptation in order to be consistent with the present era and

perpetuate it as a cultural heritage of the Thai people from now on.

Keyword : Siraporn, Develoment, National costume
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