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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to investigate the sociocultural characteristics and
way of life of the So ethnic group in lIsan society, including dynamics and
sociocultural adaptability. To answer research purposes, the data for this qualitative
study were gathered through fieldwork and subsequently analyzed qualitatively.
According to the research, the So ethnic group is currently dispersed over the
northeastern region of Thailand. They are members of the Autro-Asiatic language
family, which is a subfamily of the Mon-Khmer or Katuic family. In early Rattanakosin
history, the So people migrated from Laos to Thailand. They possessed languages,
beliefs, cultures, and ways of life that were all unigue. Notably, apart from the
Lao/Isan people, this differentiation set them apart from other ethnic groupings.
Those outside the sgroup considered their traditions, cultures, and beliefs more
antiquated. Ethnic bonds in this region were established on the basis of power
relations within «the context of Isan society and the Thai state’s authority. Thai
culture and Thainess indicated civilization as an essential element of good
citizenship. The cultures of Laos are distinct from those of Thailand due to political
and administrative circumstances. Assimilation or adaptation to Thai as if one were a
representative of Thainess in the region and Buddhist culture are aspects of Thai
customs that are regarded as sacred. Aware of their status as outsiders, the So

people embraced Buddhism to assimilate with the Lao/Isan people, thus combining



the traditions of Heat Kong and Lao/Isan. By demonstrating a considerable Thai
identification as a citizen, such modifications could facilitate communication with and
establish a social standing among the Isan/Lao people. Notwithstanding this, the
findings also showed that the So people endeavored to construct and preserve their
cultural identity while adapting it to the demands of tourism through the utilization
of authentic cultural assets and the development of a tourism identity; as a result,
their settlement was officially recognized as a cultural tourism village. In light of Isan
society, governmental authority, and evolution, the contemporary So ethnic group’s
way of life has ultimately undergone adaptation, merging, and shaping, resulting in a
fluidity and variety of cultural characteristics that have not been assimilated by the
manner in which the So ethnic ‘group successfully integrated into the dominant

culture.

Keyword : So ethnic group, Sociocultural adaptation, Ethnic dynamics
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