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ABSTRACT

This thesis has the objectives to study the representatives of the widows
and divorcées of contemporary Thai novels and the marginalization of the
protagonists in 8 stories as follow: Samakommai by Ganokreka, Lablaelaimek by
Piyaporn Sakgasem, Klingularb by W.Winichaigoon, Dtamlompliw by W.Winichaigoon,
Khakhonghuachai by  Kingchat,  Rakkrangsuttaitiplairung by  Clear Ice,
Chaobanchaoruan by Gaokaew, and Chuddabnaiduangdtawan by W.Winichaigoon.
The study used qualitative data within the framework of representation of divorcées,

widows, the marginalized and the the theory of characters.

The result of the study found that all nine contemporary Thai novels
display the representation of female protagonists in five sides; the representation of
women who have not met their desired lovers because of their husbands’ deaths or
they had been cheated on leading to divorce and failure in relationships. Another
representation is of the women who are good wives and mothers. Forth, the stories
represent the women who are leaders of the families taking care of their parents and
children. and lastly, the ‘stories represented the modern women who are confident

in themselves.

The marginalization of these protagonists who are divorcées or widows
send the messages to the readers in 6 main topics: the marginalization of these

women was the result of how women were seen as just sex objects, the main value



which placed women as wives and mothers, the decrease in value in women after
getting married, the responsibility of taking care of the family alone facing obstacles
to provide for the family, and being viewed negatively sexually because of the

inequality in society.

From the hypothesis of the researchers through the perspective of these
characters, the researchers found that these characters do not bow down to the
attitude of society and these women often respond by adjusting, building meaning

and making space in society to accept their value as humans.

Keyword : Representation, Marginalized, Contemporary Thai Novel, Widows and

Divorcees Heroines
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